
Important Information Regarding Possible Changes to 

Your Fire and EMS Coverage and Response Times 
History 

The Stone Bank Fire Department has been providing Fire and EMS coverage for you, your family, and your home for over 

112 years. Stone Bank FD is contracted by the Town of Merton and the Town of Oconomowoc. 60% of our budget is 

funded by the Town of Merton and 40% is funded by the Town of Oconomowoc. Portions of these budget dollars were  

used to construct the SBFD Fire Station which has facilities for 24/7 personnel. The Stone Bank Fire Station is completely 

paid off at this time.  

As the community has changed, the Stone Bank FD has evolved as well. Beginning in 1976, SBFD was one of the first fire 

departments to provide our residents with combined Fire/EMS coverage. We also continue to use Lake Country Fire 

Department to provide advanced care through the Paramedic Intercept program when needed. SBFD hired full-time day 

staff to guarantee weekday EMS/Fire coverage and SBFD has always had assigned EMS crews available 24/7.   

As SBFD continues to move forward, two years ago the SBFD members voted to pursue a merger with the Lake Country 

Fire Department. This merger would provide a higher level of care and leverage Lake Country’s personnel, equipment, 

and administration to supplement our already strong staff, membership, the SBFD Station, and SBFD equipment.  We 

continue to work on this merger to ensure our residents are served 24/7 by the highest quality firefighters, EMTs, and 

Paramedics. 

What is Being Proposed 

The Town of Oconomowoc Board is considering a proposal from Western Lakes FD to merge with Okauchee FD and 

redraw the boundaries for the fire and EMS response areas for portions of the Town of Oconomowoc. This would have 

impacts to those currently served by SBFD.  There are some very important things to know about this proposal: 

• Under this proposal, SBFD would no longer respond to fire and EMS calls west of Norwegian Road. The area to 

the west of Norwegian Road would be served by the Western Lakes FD/Okauchee FD. 

• This would result in increased response times with a new department responding to this area. 

• With a merger with Lake Country FD, SBFD would have both paramedic/EMT and firefighters at the Stone Bank 

Station 24/7, ready to respond.  It is unknown if the Western Lakes FD would have firefighter coverage 24/7 

from the Okauchee Station for this response area. 

• The Okauchee FD Station would require extensive renovations to allow 24/7 coverage. It is unknown who would 

pay for these renovations. The SBFD Station is already equipped for 24/7 coverage. 

• Western Lakes typically relies on its other stations for additional personnel and equipment if needed.  This 

would mean that the closest responding stations (Stations 2 and 3) would be at least 14 and 18 minutes away 

respectively.  

Response Times Increase  

Time is of the essence in any emergency situation and every minute counts! Shown below are the current response 

times from the Stone Bank Fire Department Fire Station and the response times with the proposed new boundaries. 

Location 
Response 

Time Today 

Future Response Time If 
Town Changes 

Response Boundaries 

Increase in Response 
Times If Town Changes 
Response Boundaries 

Hwy P & K 5 minutes 7 minutes 2 minutes longer 

Hwy CW & O’Neil Rd. 9 minutes 11 minutes 2 minutes longer 

Woodside Farms- Stonewood Lane 3 minutes 6 minutes 3 minutes longer  

Hwy P & O’Neil Rd. 8 minutes 11 minutes 3 minutes longer  

Norwegian & Hwy K 3 minutes 8 minutes 5 minutes longer  

Norwegian & Townline Rd 7 minutes 14 minutes 7 minutes longer  



Summary 

Here is a summary of the proposals that the Town Board is considering.   

 Current Boundaries with Stone Bank 
FD & Lake Country FD Merging 

New Boundaries with Western Lakes 
FD and Okauchee FD Merging 

Coverage, Levels, and Skills 24/7 Coverage with One 
Firefighter/Paramedic and One 
Firefighter/EMT at the Stone Bank FD 
Station with additional resources 
available as needed.  

24/7 Coverage with 1 Paramedic, and 
1 EMT (unknown of Firefighter 
certification) at the Okauchee FD 
Station once remodeling and 
renovations are completed. 

Firefighter Coverage 24/7 Firefighter Coverage- 
Responding from the Stone Bank FD 
Station 

Unknown firefighter coverage from 
the Okauchee or Western Lakes 
Station. 

Station Stone Bank FD Station is currently 
equipped with male and female 
sleeping quarters, showers, day 
room, kitchen, and laundry facilities 

Okauchee FD Station would require 
renovations and remodeling at a yet 
to be determined cost to be used for 
24/7 coverage 

Response Times The same response times as you have 
today, with advanced personnel. 
Response times are shorter from the 
Stone Bank FD Station  

Increased response times of between 
2-7 minutes to key areas with 
additional personnel and equipment 
being 14-18 minutes away. 

History Served the Town residents for the 
past 112 years, evolved with full-time 
staff, scheduled 24/7 EMS shifts, a 
solid local base, and a focus on the 
Town and its resident’s needs. 

A department that has increased in 
size, coverage area, and complexity 
over the past 5 years.   

 

What You Can Do 

Contact 

Talk to your Town Board supervisors and tell them what you think of the options. Don’t let politicians make the wrong 

choice for you and your family’s safety with too many outstanding questions and possible costs.  Either call your local 

representatives or write a letter or e-mail with your thoughts ahead of any meetings.  

Chairman Robert Hultquist 262.569.5912  Supervisor 3 Rosie Rutkowski 262.370.4282  

Supervisor 1 John Koepke  920.474.4838  Supervisor 4 Terry Largent  262.567.3361 

Supervisor 2 John Roelandts  920.474.7132    

Attend 
Town Board meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month at 6pm at the Town Hall.  Agendas are 
posted on the Town of Oconomowoc website and at the Town Hall ahead of each meeting.  Watch for anything related 
to the Fire Department proposals and plan to attend the meeting so your voice can be heard.  

Connect 
Follow Stone Bank FD on Facebook and at our website at www.stonebankfd.com for the latest meeting agendas,  
schedules, and other updates. 

Questions? 
Have a question about anything listed here or the Stone Bank Fire Department?  Please give us a call at 262.966.2414, or 
send us a message through our website or through Facebook Messenger. 

http://www.stonebankfd.com/

